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COMMITTED TO GOD · CHALLENGED TO GROW · CALLED TO SERVE

FROM THE PASTOR
Keys to an Abundant 2022 New Year
By Interim Pastor Dave Patterson
As we begin the New Year, let God’s wisdom instruct you on how to live an enriched and
abundant life.
In regards to Yesterday: We should not say, ‘Why were the old days better than
these?’ (Ecclesiastes 7:10); We should remember the deeds of the Lord (Psalm 77:11-12), and forget not all God’s benefits (Psalm 103:2); We should live in the assurance that God does not remember our past sins. (Psalm 25:6-7)
In regards to the Present: We should rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24); We should listen
for God’s voice! (Psalm 95:7); We should pray for our daily needs. (Matthew 6:11); We should
give thanks for God’s constant goodness and mercy. (Psalm 23:6); We should gain a wise heart.
(Psalm 90:12) We should take care of the poor. (Matthew 25:40)
In regards to the Future: We should make plans (Proverbs 29:18), and know if they are in accordance with God’s will He will establish them. (Proverbs 16:3); We should not worry about tomorrow. (Matthew 6:31-34); We should live in the promise that all things will work together for
our good. (Romans 8:28); We should rejoice that God’s plan for our future includes blessings and
prosperity. (Jeremiah 29:11); We should live in the assurance that we will dwell in the house of
the LORD forever. (Psalm 23:6)
A Blessed New Year in our God who is the same yesterday, today and always!
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Day Worship Service
Monday, January 17th at 11:15 AM
Thanks to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King and other Civil Rights leaders our nation has
made great strides in advancing the American Dream of life, liberty, equality and opportunity for
people of all races, colors, religions and ethnic backgrounds. Come join us as Pastor Dave leads a
service celebrating the legacy of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement, and seeks to
encourage participants to continue to break down the barriers of ignorance, sin and prejudice that
still cause division in our one nation under God. The service will include inspiring music led by
Pastor Dave, powerful quotes from Martin Luther King, Bible verses about God’s plan that all
people would be one, and prayers for our nation to help us overcome, and keep our eyes on the
prize of equality, liberty and justice for all. A freewill offering at the back of the church will be
available for those who wish to give, which will go towards Gloria Dei’s commitment of support
to the Greater Milwaukee Synod.
"After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9
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Christmas Thank You Note from Barb and Pastor Dave
My wife and I thank the members who celebrated the Savior’s birth by generously giving
to us beautiful cards with kind and supportive words, delicious and many other homemade gifts,
along with gift cards and monetary presents. Your kindness and thoughtfulness touched us with
the Savior’s love, and made the yuletide season precious and dear. May God continue to bless us
all in the coming year, so that we can continue to pass on God’s blessings to others. Christmas
blessings to you and yours! We give thanks that God has called me to serve as Gloria Dei’s Interim Pastor, and look forward with joy the culmination of the Call Process.
Thank You All who Made Advent and Christmas at Gloria Dei so Special
The Church sparkled with the radiant light of the newborn Savior thanks to the decorations put up by Bob and Kay Rymer, along with Joe and Marly Kohls; and the Nativity Scene set
-up by Janice Johnson and Cathy and Kelley House. We heard the echo of the Heavenly Heralds’
song through the special music provided by Nicole, Joe and Marlys. Like the faithful Scribes,
Pam in the office was so busy faithfully making all the holiday bulletins and inserts. We were
transported to the holy stable because of the many beautiful poinsettias given in memory and
honor of loved ones. We felt the awe and wonder that Mary and Joseph must have felt as
strangers came to worship the newborn Savior, because you invited family members and friends
to attend the Advent, Christmas Eve and Day services. We heard the beloved story of our Lord’s
Nativity thanks to our worship readers. The church was cleaned and thermostats set thanks to
Linda Pyka, Todd and Brad LeVine. Like the shepherds who told others about the Christmas
miracles they had seen and heard, Marlys and Joe have been videotaping and training other
members to videotape the services and put the services online for members and outsiders to
watch. Like the Magi, the Call Committee and Church Council has gone the extra mile, working
with the Synod to find the Pastor who will be a good match to shepherd Gloria Dei. Because of
those who were able to attend the services, and brought in items for the food pantry we experienced in the fellowship of believers - Immanuel - “God with us”.
Thank you! Gracias! Asante! Danke! Takk! Mahalo!
Season of Epiphany - January 6th thru March 1st
The Season of Epiphany reveals to us that Jesus is God Incarnate, the Son of God and the
Son and Man. This is revealed when the Wisemen worship the newborn Savior and give their
gifts as was prophesied in the Old Testament. Jesus’ divinity is revealed at his baptism, when
God says, “This is my beloved Son”. The miracles that Jesus performed, and his inspired preaching and teaching reveal that he is from above. Epiphany culminates on Transfiguration Sunday
when the dazzling brightness of Jesus’ Godhead shines through the cloak of his human flesh.
Plan on attending Epiphany Sunday Services, or listen/watch them online at fallsgloriadei.com.
They will strengthen your faith and help you grow in God’s grace and power.
“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31
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“Equipping the Saints” Stewardship Campaign Coming to Gloria
Dei in Mid - February
The Equipping the Saints Mission Appeal, launched by the
Greater Milwaukee Synod, expresses confidence that God is at work
in the congregations and mission starts of our synod, even as life in
the church changes. In partnership with congregations across our synod, we embrace that change and are preparing to lead through becoming more innovative while working together. We seek to raise up and
strengthen leaders. We do all of this to make each local congregation
more vibrant and vital.
The Equipping the Saints campaign expresses our confidence that God is at work in the
119 congregations and 3 Synod Authorized Worshiping Communities of the Greater Milwaukee
Synod. This three-year campaign offers an opportunity to contribute to our synod’s collective
involvement in two activity areas, that have many subsets. They include:
First, Innovation and Collaboration. This area includes innovation grants to congregations
learn about the compensation and benefit package, get acquainted with the candidate’s experience and style of ministry, ask questions of the candidate, Synod, call committee, and church
council, and will ultimately at a special congregational meeting take a vote whether or not to
extend the Call to serve at Gloria Dei. Please continue to lift up in prayer this process.
“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart,

who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.” Jeremiah 3:15
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Epiphany
On Thursday, January 6 is the 12th day after Christmas and the date we celebrate Epiphany. It
is the day that the Three Wise Men sought out the baby Jesus because they were aware of the Biblical
prophecy that foretold the coming of a new King of Israel When King Herod became aware of the
prophecy he became worried and angry. He ordered the slaughter of infants in the Bethlehem region.
The Three Wise Men knew to follow the star to find the baby that would be known as Jesus
Christ. They wanted to pay tribute to this Christ child. The names of the Three Wise Men were Melchoir, Caspar and Balthazar. Some religions believe that they were scholars and some believe they
were Kings. Melchoir was from Persia, Balthazar was out of Arabia, and Caspar was from India.
The Gifts given to the baby Jesus were Myrrh, Gold,
and Frankincense. Some believe these gifts were representative. The Gold of Jesus’ Kingship, the Frankincense is said to
have been given to Jesus as homage to God. Frankincense
was used in religious rituals. The myrrh was said to be given to
Jesus to represent his death, as it was an embalming ointment
in the days of Christ.
Whether they were wise scholars or Kings, we can all
agree that they gave the baby Jesus the gifts and followed the
star to find Jesus.
Worship, Kay Rymer

Our Annual meeting will be
Sunday, January 30, following
worship. If you have any reports
that need to be included, please
get them to Pam by
January 16.
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History of Epiphany
In 2021 the day of Epiphany will occur on Thursday, January 6. The word comes from the Greek
and means “appearance” or “manifestation.” It is also known as Three Kings Day. The season of Epiphany starts on January 6 and lasts until the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday.
During the season of Epiphany the church remembers when Jesus was baptized (when he was
about 30) and started to teach people about God. This date commemorates the presentation of the infant Jesus to the Magi or three wise men. Interestingly, the Bible doesn’t mention how many wise men
there were, just that three gifts were given and that they came from the East.
Traditions from around the world to celebrate Epiphany:
In France a special cake is divided so that each guest gets a slice, plus an extra slice is kept in reserve
should some unexpected stranger turn up. The cake is typically a puff pastry with an almond filling. A
charm is often hidden in the cake, the lucky person that finds the charm becomes the king or queen for
the day.
In Greece and Bulgaria water plays an important part in Epiphany celebrations, where a wooden cross
is thrown into the sea to see who can recover it first.
In Italy Epiphany has gone in quite a different direction. It is the visit of a witch rather than kings. Befana
is an old soot covered woman who delivers presents to Italian children on the night of Epiphany.
In Mexico children often receive presents on Epiphany rather than Christmas.

Video Update
You can now find the links to the You Tube
posting of the services on the church website,
Facebook and Instagram.
We are still in the learning process and working to create a better recording. Please be patient
as we learn. When we can get a better video recording then we will look into live streaming the
service.
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Baptism of Christ
The baptism of Christ is observed on the Sunday following Epiphany, which will be January 9. It is the feast day of commemorating the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John
the Baptist.
It may seem like an odd feast since baptism is necessary for the forgiveness of sins then
why was Christ baptized? After all, He was born without Sin and He lived his whole life without
sinning. Therefore, He had no need of the sacrament, as we do.
In submitting Himself humbly to the baptism by John the Baptist, Christ provided the example for the rest of us. His baptism was necessary, not for Him, but for us! His flesh blessed
the water, and the descent of the Holy Spirit ( in the form of a Dove) and the voice of God the
Father announcing that this was His Son, in Whom He was well pleased , marked the beginning
of Christ’s public ministry.
In Holy Baptism, God liberates us from the sin and death by joining us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ Jesus directed his disciples to “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Matthew 28:19
Worship-Kay Rymer
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President’s Message to All,
As we come to the end of 2021 and begin 2022, the world is still in turmoil
because of the pandemic. But we at Gloria Dei have dealt with it in a calm and
safe way so that we can worship and continue to work at all the projects in our
church. Thanks to all who have stepped up and helped with worship and leading
the special projects that each season brings.
As of now, the synod has found a candidate that is willing to share serving
two congregations. After we work out the details of a shared pastor with the other church, we will need to meet and decide if this our direction. The call committee has met with the candidate and wants to present this person to the membership. Keep the council and call committee in your prayers as they move forward
on this important chapter in the life of Gloria Dei.
In conclusion, I want to thank Pastor Patterson for his leadership during this
time of great turmoil. His positive attitude and sermons have been a blessing to
all of us. His musical addition to our services has been wonderful and his jokes
keep us laughing which is healthy for all. We are very fortunate that he was available when we needed an interim pastor.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Rymer, Council President

Young at Heart
I hope that Christmas gave you the opportunity to enjoy family and also find the
Peace that comes in the birth of our Savior. We will be meeting on January 11, on Tuesday for a pot luck lunch and a wonderful program of song. This is presented by a group
called the “Golden Oldies.” It is a group of 12-15 singers that will entertain us with a variety of songs. Please come join us to chase away the darkness and cold of winter.
Potluck lunch starts at noon. You can bring a dish to pass or $3
donation. The program will be at 12:40. Any questions call Kay Rymer
262-251-8266
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This was written for the Women who attended the WELCA
Christmas salad luncheon on December 5th at Gloria Dei.

Jolly old St. Nickolas, lean your ear this way.
Don’t you tell a single soul what I’m going to say.
Christmas Eve is coming soon, now your dear, dear man
Whisper what you will bring to us. Tell us if you can!
Marlys wants a ball of yarn. She’s a clever gal.
Aina wants a story book. She’ll share it with a pal.
Renee would like a diamond ring. That’s her favorite thing.
Kay has asked for roller skates. She’s going on a fling.
Barb would like a coffee pot. One that bubbles and boils.
Sue will ask for lollipops, or lotion in sweet oils.
Dale just wants some dancing shoes. Her feet will fly on wings.
Judy needs a pretty muff, or popcorn on a string.
Sandie longs for tinsel now. She decorates with east.
Arlene would like some outdoor light to flutter in the breeze.
Linser is an easy one. Anything will do.
Put a nickel in her purse or drop it in her shoe!
Pastor wants a puppy dog. One that does not bite.
His Barbara will need a flashlight then, to take it out at night.
Lois needs a brand new watch, with a second hand.
Judy hopes for ribbons bright. That would be just grand.
Bring to Del a cookie treat. Make that more than one.
Luba needs a pretty scarf. She is so much fun!
Annie trims the Christmas tree, needs angels for the top.
Branches are so heavy now. Someone tell her stop!
Lore’s sled is old and worn. Bring her one in red.
Dee does favor silver bells, but bring her blue instead!
Carolyn wants a manger scene. It need not be new.
Holly wreaths are so unique. Audrey needs a few.
Nancy longs for tiny lights to put around the door.
She lost the lights she used last year. That’s why she needs some more.
Claudie needs some candles now to light our Advent way.
Faithfully she’ll light them all til we meet on Christmas Day!
If you do not like your gifts, I will take the blame.
Santa does his best you know, but aren’t you glad you came?
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Advent 2021
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BIRTHDAYS
Jean Mahnke 1/4
Brad LeVine 1/5
Stephany Robinson 1/5
Kelley House 1/7
Renee Reckert 1/9
Dale Riggs 1/11
Al Huseth 1/15
Dennis Bogie 1/20
Dee Sumter 1/23
Marlys Kohls 1/25
Stan Larson 1/30
Will McCalligan 1/30
Pam LeVine 1/31
ANNIVERSARIES
Will & Renda McCalligan 1/1

2021 Church
Council
President
Bob Rymer
Vice-President
Dave Romens
Secretary
Judy Tobias
Treasurer
Janice Johnson
Evangelism/
Stewardship
Wendy Horsens
Fellowship & Parish
Life
Marlys Kohls
Operations
Joe Kohls
Property & Grounds
Todd LeVine
Brad LeVine
WELCA
Marlys Kohls
Barb Huseth

Quilters
January 5 & 19

Worship
Kay Rymer

MISSION OF THE MONTH
LUTHERDALE - Your generous gift to Lutherdale Ministries enables them to minister to
thousands of youth and families. Not just during the summer, but each spring, winter
and fall they host retreats for people of all ages. Their ability to minister to them depends on a partnership with you, their donors. Please use a pew envelope marked for
the “Mission of the Month” and place it in the offering anytime in the month of January. Thank you.
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PRAYER VENTURES - JANUARY 2022
1 New Year’s Day Ask God to ground our aspirational resolutions and ventures in the promise that, through Christ, we
will live in grace and freedom, knowing we are not alone in our endeavors.
2 Give thanks that, through Jesus Christ, we perceive God’s grace, truth, creative might and will for humankind.
3 Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month Throughout this month, pray for those victimized by human trafficking, which disproportionately affects women and girls. Pray for an end to this global tragedy, and pray that all who
suffer its abuse, injustice and oppression will find freedom, healing, support and safety, especially in our communities
of faith.
4 Ask God to bless the studies, service and travel of college and university students involved in “J-Term” experiences.
Pray that they will grow in faith, wisdom, knowledge and understanding of the world, and that their experiences will
inspire their vocational discernment.
5 Praise God for attending to the needs of humanity through us, utilizing our diverse gifts and generosity to serve our
neighbors in need, everywhere.
6 Ask the Spirit to make us bright lights in our communities and world, sharing the good news of healing and hope in
Jesus Christ and demonstrating God’s unbiased love through our actions, words and influence.
7 Thank and praise God for restoring our relationships as children of God, so that we can live with faith, hope and
freedom as new creations and siblings in Christ.

8 After a two-year pause during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission program is getting
ready to send volunteers out into the world again. Pray that the Spirit will guide the prayerful reflection of young adults
as they discern how to respond to God’s call to service and ministry with our global companions and churches.
9 Pray that everything we do during our baptismal journey in this world will point to God, who has redeemed us and
redirected our lives through the birth, life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus — our Savior, teacher, guide and
friend.
10 Continue to pray for healing and unity in our nation, and ask God to draw us closer to our neighbors, especially
those we perceive as different or opposed to our perspectives, beliefs or values. Pray that we will grow in understanding and respect for one another and will work together for the well-being of our communities and neighbors in need.
11 Give thanks to God for our companions and partners in ministry, especially the Lutheran World Federation, World
Council of Churches, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, Lutheran Ecumenical and Inter-Religious
Relations Network, and our full communion partners.
12 Give thanks for the daily, life-giving work of the Spirit, which creates, strengthens and sustains our devotion to Jesus Christ. Pray that the Spirit will renew us and empower us to live as people of faith, gathered and equipped to love
and serve our neighbor, bear hope into the world and share the gospel with all people.
13 Join our global companion churches in prayers of thanksgiving and hope for the scholarship awardees of ELCA International Women Leaders, which supports the education of women around the world through seminars, south-tosouth exchanges, in-country study programs, and degree programs at ELCA colleges and universities.
14 Praise God, who is mighty and eternal, the creator of all that exists and the source of our blessings and strength.
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PRAYER VENTURES - JANUARY 2022 CON’T.
15 Pray for our neighbors who are struggling with or recovering from COVID-19, discovering the long-term effects that
will impact their lives or grieving the loss of friends or loved ones. Continue to pray for the well-being and renewal of
health care workers dedicated to serving others in times of illness and vulnerability.
16 By turning water into wine during the wedding at Cana, Jesus taught us how deeply God is engaged in every aspect
of our human life — our joys, worries, celebrations, problems and sorrows. Praise God for knowing us so well!
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Remember in prayer the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his bold work, ministry, vision and sacrifice, which revealed all people to be children of God deserving respect, opportunity, equality and freedom from unjust laws. Ask God’s help in righting the injustices that continue in our nation and throughout the world;
pray for the wisdom, humility, courage and persistence needed to welcome all people into our church, society and institutions.
18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Throughout this week, pray with our siblings in Christ from diverse cultures, traditions and confessions around the world for the unity of the church, so that, together, we will shine a bright light of
hope, healing and good news on our troubled world.
19 Give thanks for the variety of gifts manifest among our siblings in Christ and for the unity we have in Jesus, which
enables us to accomplish together much more than we could on our own.
20 Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner with the
ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find new strength and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these challenging times.
21 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings” (Psalm
36:7). Thank God for surrounding us with love and mercy on which we can rely.
22 Pray that the Spirit will inspire and lead people to respond to God’s call to service through ELCA Global Mission as
it seeks missionaries, volunteers and interns to walk alongside our global companions.
23 Give thanks that Jesus is our true Savior, light and hope — the Son of God, who lived among us and continues to
dwell with us through the Spirit.
24 January is when outdoor ministry leaders begin recruiting staff for our summer camps. Pray that the Spirit will inspire young adults to respond to the call to serve in our outdoor ministries across the country and to share their faith
and enthusiasm with campers of all ages, backgrounds and abilities.

25 Ask God to help us understand that force, vengeance, wealth disparity and dominance over others are inconsistent with God’s justice and power, and that these are revealed to us through Jesus’ life and teaching, which exemplify humility, compassion, generosity, service, love without prejudice and advocacy for neighbors in need.
26 Rejoice and give thanks to God for uniting us in the body of Christ, which welcomes our diverse gifts, experiences,
questions, complexities, ethnicities and cultures.
27 Pray for victims of violence and their families, that God will ease their pain, suffering and grief; pray for those who
commit murder or other acts of violence, that God’s grace will transform their hearts and lives.
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PRAYER VENTURES - JANUARY 2022 CONT
28 Pray for our leaders and congregations, which create opportunities for us to study Scripture, share our questions
and thoughts in conversation, and affirm one another’s gifts for living the gospel, serving our neighbor and growing
the church.
29 Pray for the ministry and impact of Lutheran Services in America, a nationwide network of 300 Lutheran social
ministry organizations that serve 6 million people each year, using the gifts and skills of 250,000 paid staff and
150,000 volunteers.
30 Pray that our faith and confidence in Christ will embolden us to be public bearers of good news, hope and wholeness for all people, even in the face of intimidating challenges, criticism or skepticism.

31 Pray that the Spirit will help us understand and practice the qualities of love that God has shown us and that the
apostle Paul commends to members of the church in Corinth: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6).

Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, January 2 - ELW Worship at 9 am
1st Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm

2nd Lesson Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel
First Sunday after Epiphany

147:12-20
John 1:1-18

Sunday, January 9 - ELW Worship at 9 am
1st Lesson Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm

29
Luke 3:15-17,21-22

2nd Lesson Acts 8:14-17
Gospel
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, January 16 - ELW Worship at 9 am
1st Lesson Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm

36:5-10

2nd Lesson 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Gospel

John 2:1-11

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, January 23 - ELW Worship at 9 am
1st Lesson Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 Psalm
2nd Lesson 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Gospel

19
Luke 4:14-21

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 30 - ELW Worship at 9 am
1st Lesson Jeremiah 1:4-10
2nd Lesson 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Psalm
Gospel

71:1-6
Luke 4:21-30
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Church Directory
Church Office:
262-251-7720
Office Email:
office@fallsgloriadei.com
Pastor’s Email:
pastordave@fallsgloriadei.com
Church Address
W180 N7863 Town Hall Rd
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

MT MERU COFFEE PROJECT
OBJECTIVES

The Project's objectives are built on fair trading
practices and a partnership built on mutual respect. This enables small coffee farmers achieve economic stability and escape a cycle of poverty. This
empowers them to sustain their farms, and support their families and communities.






Supporting Families
 Sustain and improve family farms, enabling farmers to support their local cooperatives, villages and communities.
 Enable farm community families to send their children to
school.
Growing Futures
 Encourage the farmers and co-ops to manage, harvest, and
process their coffee crops with an emphasis on maintaining
and improving quality.
 Provide clean water and improved delivery systems for the
farmers and their communities.
Changing Lives
 Support both family and community healthcare needs at local
hospitals and clinics.
 Offer food relief and community- supporting programs in the
local communities where food and money can be scarce.

Church Staff
Pastor
Pastor Dave Patterson
Interim

Minister of Music &
Handbell Director
Nicole Gammon
Office Administrator
Pam Verhagen
Custodian
Linda Pyka
Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday
Closed
We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.fallsgloriadei.com

Issue date 1/2/22
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